Council Agenda Item 91(e)

22 March 2012 Brighton & Hove City Council

NOTICE OF MOTION
CONSERVATIVE GROUP AMENDMENT
‘END THE BIG SIX ENERGY FIX’

Delete the wording as struck through in paragraphs 1 and two and replace with the
text shown in bold italics. Delete the first resolution and the wording in the second
resolution as struck through and delete the first bullet point and amend the second
bullet point with deletion of wording as struck through and the insertion of text as
shown in bold italics:

“This council notes with-concern-the-oligopely-in-the-energy-market-which-sees

excessiveprofiteering-by that the Big Six energy suppliers whe control more than
99% of the market. *(i)

It also notes an OFGEM report that the Big Six are increasing the margins on their
bills above the increase in fossil fuel price rises, and that a recent think-tank report
found the Big Six overcharge as many as 5.6 million customers through their pricing
policies. Furthermore, complex pricing systems mean many people, often the most
vulnerable, are stuck on tariffs that don’t offer them the best deal. As a result, the
poor and low users pay more.

This is a particular concern for Brighton & Hove, where many homes are not energy
efficient and the number of households living in fuel poverty has increased during the
last three years - mainly as a result of the price of domestic energy almost doubling
during this period.

This council therefore resolves to:

- Ask the City Council's Chief Executive to write to the Chancellor of the
Exchequer and Secretary of State for the Department of Energy and Climate

Change urging them to consider the following actions, supperted-by-a-majority
of voters-in-arecentpoll: *(ii)

e Encourage Give OFGEM to use their existing the power to cap and
control energy if they assess that there is a lack of competition in
the energy market. Any price cap could be linked to the wholesale
price of energy to make energy costs fairer.
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e Launch an independent public inquiry into the Big Six energy
companies in order to identify other market reforms that could help
make energy prices fairer, reduce fuel poverty and increase trust
between consumers and companies.”

Proposed by: Clir Geoffrey Theobald Seconded by: Clir Garry Peltzer Dunn
Supported by: Clirs Cobb, C. Theobald, A. Norman, K. Norman, Cox, Wealls, Brown,

Bennett, Barnett, Simson, Wells, Janio, Hyde, Mears, Smith, and
Pidgeon.

Notes
(i Department for Energy and Climate Change figures on market share.

(ii) A YouGov poll commissioned by Compass and Friends of the Earth found that:
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- 71% of voters support a levy on the profits on the Big Six.

- 77% of voters support the money raised from a levy being spent on home insulation and energy
efficiency measures to remove people from fuel poverty.

- And an overwhelming 86% of voters support an independent public inquiry.
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